
Master of Design (MDes) 
Application

	 Application Checklist +
 		 Requirements

From you 

Your portfolio (optional for non-designers) 
not more than 20 pieces

Your essay: Statement of Education  
and Career Goals 

Your completed application form Part 1: pages 1-6

An application fee of  US $75

From others 

3 letters of recommendation Part 2: pages 7-12

GRE/GMAT scores  
required for all MDes applicants WITHOUT prior design degrees

TOEFL scores  
for international students

Transcripts

 

Mail all application materials to:

Graduate Admission

IIT Institute of Design
350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor
Chicago, Illinois USA 60610

/l/ 
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What does that mean? 
A guide to common questions about  
admissions requirements 

prior education

Prospective students must have a 
bachelor’s degree in communication 
design or industrial design from an 
accredited educational institution and 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher  
out of 4.0.

essay requirements 

Your Statement of Educational and Career 
Goals should be roughly 500 words. It  
should also include your assessment of  
how advanced work in design methods  
will help meet these goals.

transcripts 

To be accepted, transcripts must 
indicate degrees awarded, course titles, 
credit hours and grades earned for all 
undergraduate and graduate schools 
you’ve attended. 

All transcripts must be original, official  
transcripts, or be certified as “true 
copies.” This means they must bear an 
original signature and seal, either of the 
issuing institution or of a notary public. 
They must have been issued within a year 
of the application date. Personal copies, 
while helpful in our preliminary evaluation, 
are not acceptable for admission.

If you have attended IIT, we can obtain 
transcripts with notification from  you.

test scores

Prospective Master of Design applicants 
who do not have a bachelor’s in design 
from an accredited, English speaking 
university are required to submit GRE 
scores. All applicants for the MDes/
MBA program must submit GMAT scores 
regardless of degree background. 

for international students

The TOEFL requirement is waived for 
applicants who have a degree from an 
accredited, English-speaking university. 
If you have not earned a degree from an 
accredited, English-speaking university,  
your TOEFL score must be at least 600 PBT, 
250 CBT, or 100 IBT.  

Also, all international applicants must 
complete the financial affidavit on page  
13. Then, have it certified and return it  
with your application in order to issue  
your I-20 or DS-2019 if accepted.

Lastly, all transcripts must be translated 
into English and certified by a consular 
official or person authorized to translate 
documents.To be accepted, all transcripts 
must have the translator’s original 
signature and an unbroken seal.

application fee

IIT cannot process applications without 
payment of the $75 application fee. You 
may send a personal check, cashiers check 
or money order made payable to IIT. Money 
orders can be obtained at local banks and 
post offices. Do not send cash!

The fee is non-refundable and is not 
applied toward tuition charges. 
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part 1		  Application for Graduate Admission 
		  Master of Design (MDes)

Type or print all information. Attach a $75.00 check 
or money order payable to Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology, or pay via credit card at www.iit.edu. We 
must receive this fee and all supporting documents 
before we can consider your application. 

personal information	

		  last name			   first		   middle

						      Enrollment date:   o Spring   o Fall    Year:___________
	 	 social security number			 

		  Degree sought:	 o MDes only 	 o MDes + MBA dual degree program

		

		  reply address: street 

		  city, state, country, zip code 

		  telephone			   fax		  e-mail 
 

		  permanent address: street 

		  city, state, zip code, country 

		  telephone			   fax

demographic information

		  date of birth (month/day/year)		
gender:         Male	  Female 

		  international applicants only:  city of birth	 country of citizenship  
		

 		  International applicants only: Please indicate the type of financial sponsorship you will have:
		  o Self-funded (F1 visa)			   o Corporate or Government Sponsorship (J1 visa) 

	 	 If  you are currently residing in the U.S. please indicate the type of visa you hold:					  
		  o F1/F2				    o Permanent Resident	
		  o J1/J2				    o Other
		  o B1/B2			 
 		  o L1/L2

	 	 U.S. citizens and permanent residents only (optional) indicate your ethnic origin by checking one or more boxes below:
		  o Asian or Pacific Islander (O)			   o American Indian or Alaskan Native (I)	
		  o Black/African American, Non-Hispanic (B)		 o Chicano/Mexican American (C)
		  o Hispanic (H)			   o Puerto Rican American (P)
 		  o White, Non-Hispanic (W)

Information on sex, age, ethnic origin, and citizenship status is collected for compliance reports in connection with federal regulations pursuant to the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Executive Order 7726 as amended by Executive Order 17375 and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Part 86, 45 CFR, and will not be 
used to discriminate in admission to or participation in any of the educational programs or activities offered in the colleges of Illinois Institute of Technology.

The fee is non-refundable and will not be applied 
against tuition charges.
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work experience	

		  current employer				    title 

		  street address 

		  city, state, country, zip code				   telephone 

		  In addition to this form please, submit a current résumé.

		
Number of years of post graduate work experience:___________

academic information	 Have you applied to the Institute of Design before?      o Yes    o No 	 Have you ever attended?     o Yes    o No 

		  List, most recent school first, all academic institutions beyond the secondary level that you attended 
		  or are now attending.

		  institution name and location	 major	 degree awarded	 attended (from/to)	 gpa

		  1.

		  2.

		  3.

honors	 	 List any honors, prizes, publications, completed theses, or memberships in honorary, professional, or  
		  scientific societies that might support your application. 

test information	 Graduate Record Examination (GRE) or Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)

		  When do you plan to take the GRE or GMAT? Or, if already taken, please supply the date and score.

gre		  date 		  verbal (%)      quantitative (%)     analytical(%)

or

gmat		  date 		

 
toefl		  Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL, for international applicants whose undergraduate degree is from 		
		  an institution where the language of instruction was not English)

		  Applicants from English-speaking countries are exempt from the TOEFL requirement. Applicants who have  
		  completed a college-level degree from a U.S. institution are also exempt.  The required minimum TOEFL is 600 		
		  written, 250 computer-based, or 100 internet based.

		  When do you plan to take the TOEFL? Or, if already taken, please supply the date and score.

		  date 		  toefl score (note whether paper, computer, or internet-based)
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portfolios		  A portfolio of approximately 20 pieces is required of all applicants. Portfolios in either Macintosh or Windows format 
on digital media are acceptable for works involving motion and interaction, and for all software and Web-based work. 
We prefer CDs as the medium. Web sites should be duplicated on a CD rather than listed as URLs if possible. We 
prefer paper-based portfolios for all other work. Do not send originals as we cannot guarantee their safety. If there 
are questions about these guidelines or they seem inappropriate for the work to be submitted please call Graduate 
Admissions at 1.312.595.4906.

references 		  List names, titles and addresses of three persons you have asked to attest to your qualifications on the provided  
		  forms.

		  name and title		  mailing address		  relationship		telephone

		  1.

		  2.

		  3.

statement of educational 	 Please attach a 500 word statement of your history of interest and experiences in design, a description of goals and 
career goals  	 personal development, and describe how the Institute of Design can help you meet these goals more effectively than 		
		  other design schools. 

declaration 	 	 I hereby affirm that the information supplied by me on this application is true and correct to my best knowledge.  
		  If this application for admission is approved, I agree to comply with all rules and regulations of Illinois Institute 		
		  of Technology.

		  signature				    date
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optional information	 How did you learn about the Institute of Design? Please check all that apply.

		  o Alum of ID ____________________________________________	

		  o Brochure

		  o Current student ____________________________________________

		  o Direct mail

		  o Job fair

		  o Advertisement 

		  o Open House

		  o Professional conference

		  o School Fair

		  o Word of mouth

		  o www.id.iit.edu

		  o Other ____________________________________________

		  If you are applying to other schools, please identify them below:

		  university 			   program	

		  university 			   program	

		  university 			   program	

		  university 			   program	

return to:		  Graduate Admission

	 IIT Institute of Design 

	 350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
	 Chicago, Illinois USA 60610  
	  
	 1.312.595.4906



7

section 1 - applicant	 last name			   first		   middle

						      Enrollment date:   o Spring   o Fall    Year:___________
	 	 social security number			 

		  Degree sought:	 o MDes only 	 o MDes + MBA dual degree program

		  Please list any courses taken with the person from whom you are asking a recommendation:

		  course #, if known	 course title			  when taken		  grade

		  Please indicate your relation to this recommender: __________________________________________________________

		  If signed here, I acknowledge that the recommender’s statement is confidential and that it will not be accessible to me.

		  signature

section 2 - evaluator	 The above-named graduate applicant to Illinois Institute of Technology has suggested you as a person who can  
		  attest to his or her academic or professional background. We are seeking information relative to the applicant’s  
		  qualifications for potential success in completing an advanced degree, which cannot necessarily be ascertained  
		  solely from a transcript.

		  1. Do you know the applicant well enough to give an evaluation?    o Yes     o No 	  If “No” proceed to item 8.

		  2. I prefer to write a separate letter of recommendation which is attached, or under separate cover.  o Yes     o No  

 

For the Applicant:
Complete Part I below and deliver this form and a 
stamped, addressed envelope to a person who can 
attest to your academic or professional background. 
Three evaluation forms are required. 

For the Evaluator:
This form must bear the evaluator’s original signature, 
must have been written within 12 months of receipt, 
and must be mailed directly to the Institute of Design.

For all Master of Design (MDes) 

part 2		  Letter of Recommendation  
	 	 for Graduate Admission
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section 2 - evaluator	 3. Some gifted individuals have mediocre scholastic records. In your opinion, does the applicant’s scholastic record  
(continued)		  accurately reflect his or her scholastic ability?

		  o Yes	    o No	 o Don’t know

		  (If “No,” please explain briefly the evidence on which you based your answer.) 

		  4. Of all the individuals you have evaluated for a graduate program, this applicant is in the top __________%.

 		  5. Please rate the applicant generally.

					     Not known	 Poor	 Fair	 Good	 Exceptional	

	 For all applicants	 Academic potential		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Intellectual Independence		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Capacity for analytical thinking		 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to work with others		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to organize experimental work	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas orally		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas in writing	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Drive and motivation		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

	For International applicants	 Ability to speak English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to read English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to understand English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o 

		  6. Please supply any other impressions or opinions not otherwise expressed in this form. Include clarifications of your 
response to number 5, or any information which would be helpful in planning the applicant’s graduate work. If you 
believe the applicant deserves a fellowship or other form of support, it is essential that you give your reasons here, using 
a separate page if necessary.

		  7. Please rate your expectation of the applicant’s prospects for successful graduate study at the Institute of Design 		
		  in the program for which they are applying:

 
			   Not Satisfactory	 Possibly Satisfactory	 Satisfactory	 Above Average	 Outstanding

			   o	 o	 o	 o	 o			
			   							     
	

		  8.

		  signature				    date

		  name (printed)			   title

		  school or company

		  address

		

return to:		  Graduate Admission

	 IIT Institute of Design 

	 350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
	 Chicago, Illinois USA 60610  
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section 1 - applicant	 last name			   first		   middle

						      Enrollment date:   o Spring   o Fall    Year:___________
	 	 social security number			 

		  Degree sought:	 o MDes only 	 o MDes + MBA dual degree program

		  Please list any courses taken with the person from whom you are asking a recommendation:

		  course #, if known	 course title			  when taken		  grade

		  Please indicate your relation to this recommender: __________________________________________________________

		  If signed here, I acknowledge that the recommender’s statement is confidential and that it will not be accessible to me.

		  signature

section 2 - evaluator	 The above-named graduate applicant to Illinois Institute of Technology has suggested you as a person who can  
		  attest to his or her academic or professional background. We are seeking information relative to the applicant’s  
		  qualifications for potential success in completing an advanced degree, which cannot necessarily be ascertained  
		  solely from a transcript.

		  1. Do you know the applicant well enough to give an evaluation?    o Yes     o No 	  If “No” proceed to item 8.

		  2. I prefer to write a separate letter of recommendation which is attached, or under separate cover.  o Yes     o No  

 

For the Applicant:
Complete Part I below and deliver this form and a 
stamped, addressed envelope to a person who can 
attest to your academic or professional background. 
Three evaluation forms are required. 

For the Evaluator:
This form must bear the evaluator’s original signature, 
must have been written within 12 months of receipt, 
and must be mailed directly to the Institute of Design.

For all Master of Design (MDes) 

part 2		  Letter of Recommendation  
	 	 for Graduate Admission
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section 2 - evaluator	 3. Some gifted individuals have mediocre scholastic records. In your opinion, does the applicant’s scholastic record  
(continued)		  accurately reflect his or her scholastic ability?

		  o Yes	    o No	 o Don’t know

		  (If “No,” please explain briefly the evidence on which you based your answer.) 

		  4. Of all the individuals you have evaluated for a graduate program, this applicant is in the top __________%.

 		  5. Please rate the applicant generally.

					     Not known	 Poor	 Fair	 Good	 Exceptional	

	 For all applicants	 Academic potential		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Intellectual Independence		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Capacity for analytical thinking		 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to work with others		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to organize experimental work	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas orally		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas in writing	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Drive and motivation		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

	For International applicants	 Ability to speak English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to read English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to understand English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o 

		  6. Please supply any other impressions or opinions not otherwise expressed in this form. Include clarifications of your 
response to number 5, or any information which would be helpful in planning the applicant’s graduate work. If you 
believe the applicant deserves a fellowship or other form of support, it is essential that you give your reasons here, using 
a separate page if necessary.

		  7. Please rate your expectation of the applicant’s prospects for successful graduate study at the Institute of Design 		
		  in the program for which they are applying:

 
			   Not Satisfactory	 Possibly Satisfactory	 Satisfactory	 Above Average	 Outstanding

			   o	 o	 o	 o	 o			
			   							     
	

		  8.

		  signature				    date

		  name (printed)			   title

		  school or company

		  address

		

return to:		  Graduate Admission

	 IIT Institute of Design 

	 350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
	 Chicago, Illinois USA 60610  
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section 1 - applicant	 last name			   first		   middle

						      Enrollment date:   o Spring   o Fall    Year:___________
	 	 social security number			 

		  Degree sought:	 o MDes only 	 o MDes + MBA dual degree program

		  Please list any courses taken with the person from whom you are asking a recommendation:

		  course #, if known	 course title			  when taken		  grade

		  Please indicate your relation to this recommender: __________________________________________________________

		  If signed here, I acknowledge that the recommender’s statement is confidential and that it will not be accessible to me.

		  signature

section 2 - evaluator	 The above-named graduate applicant to Illinois Institute of Technology has suggested you as a person who can  
		  attest to his or her academic or professional background. We are seeking information relative to the applicant’s  
		  qualifications for potential success in completing an advanced degree, which cannot necessarily be ascertained  
		  solely from a transcript.

		  1. Do you know the applicant well enough to give an evaluation?    o Yes     o No 	  If “No” proceed to item 8.

		  2. I prefer to write a separate letter of recommendation which is attached, or under separate cover.  o Yes     o No  

 

For the Applicant:
Complete Part I below and deliver this form and a 
stamped, addressed envelope to a person who can 
attest to your academic or professional background. 
Three evaluation forms are required. 

For the Evaluator:
This form must bear the evaluator’s original signature, 
must have been written within 12 months of receipt, 
and must be mailed directly to the Institute of Design.

For all Master of Design (MDes) 

part 2		  Letter of Recommendation  
	 	 for Graduate Admission
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section 2 - evaluator	 3. Some gifted individuals have mediocre scholastic records. In your opinion, does the applicant’s scholastic record  
(continued)		  accurately reflect his or her scholastic ability?

		  o Yes	    o No	 o Don’t know

		  (If “No,” please explain briefly the evidence on which you based your answer.) 

		  4. Of all the individuals you have evaluated for a graduate program, this applicant is in the top __________%.

 		  5. Please rate the applicant generally.

					     Not known	 Poor	 Fair	 Good	 Exceptional	

	 For all applicants	 Academic potential		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Intellectual Independence		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Capacity for analytical thinking		 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to work with others		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to organize experimental work	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas orally		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to express ideas in writing	 o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Drive and motivation		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

	For International applicants	 Ability to speak English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to read English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o

		  Ability to understand English		  o	 o	 o	 o	 o 

		  6. Please supply any other impressions or opinions not otherwise expressed in this form. Include clarifications of your 
response to number 5, or any information which would be helpful in planning the applicant’s graduate work. If you 
believe the applicant deserves a fellowship or other form of support, it is essential that you give your reasons here, using 
a separate page if necessary.

		  7. Please rate your expectation of the applicant’s prospects for successful graduate study at the Institute of Design 		
		  in the program for which they are applying:

 
			   Not Satisfactory	 Possibly Satisfactory	 Satisfactory	 Above Average	 Outstanding

			   o	 o	 o	 o	 o			
			   							     
	

		  8.

		  signature				    date

		  name (printed)			   title

		  school or company

		  address

		

return to:		  Graduate Admission

	 IIT Institute of Design 

	 350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
	 Chicago, Illinois USA 60610  
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section 1: certification  
by applicant

	I understand that as an international (non-U.S.) applicant, I am expected to engage in full-time study at IIT and that 
I am not permitted to work for a wage or salary. I certify that I will make no request to IIT for financial assistance or 
employment during the period of my enrollment.

	I certify, as indicated below, that I have arranged for financial support equivalent to the number of semesters that my 
degree program requires, as shown above, provided I am admitted to IIT.

	In addition, I have arranged for all travel expenses and for support of my dependents while they are in the U.S.

		  signature of applicant			   date

		  printed name (underline family name) 		  social security or iit identifying number, if known 

This form is required of all international applicants, 
before an immigration form (I-20 or IAP-66) can be 
issued.

U.S. visa regulations require that all F or J visa holders 
must provide certification of evidence that they will 
have adequate funds to meet expenses involved in a 
proposed program of study. 

All three sections of this affidavit of support for the first 
year must have original or certified signatures. 
Section 3 must also bear the seal and signature of a 
governmental or bank official, or a seal and signature 
on a bank statement of account attached to the 
affidavit and stating that the U.S. specified dollar 
amount can be transferred. 

An I-20 or IAP-66 (DS2019) cannot be issued until an 
acceptable International Student Financial Affidavit of 
Support and certification has been received by IIT’s 
Graduate Admission Office.

The following estimates indicate the minimum time 
required to complete a specific degree program, 
providing there are no deficiencies and that no 
prerequisites must be met. There are two semesters in 
each academic year. If an English course is required, 
it will be concurrent with other academic courses in 
a full-time program, but the duration of a Master’s 
program may be extended by one semester or a 
summer session beyond the normal period of time.

Master of Design degree:
	 4 semesters 
	 6 semesters for those admitted to Foundation

Doctor of Philosophy:
	 a minimum of 3 years beyond a Master’s degree

For All International Applicants

part 3		  International Student Financial  
		  Affidavit of Support
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section 2: certification  
by sponsor

This is to certify that I, ______________________________________, or my agency or firm hereby assume full financial 

responsibility for a minimum of US$_______________________________ to support the applicant and his/her 

dependents during the period of intended academic study, if the applicant is admitted to IIT.

I further certify by the attached bank statement or certification below that the necessary arrangements can be made to 

have the above specified U.S. dollar amount transferred to the U.S. during the period of intended academic study.

		  signature of sponsor 			   date

		  printed name of sponsor or agency		  relationship to applicant

		  address of sponsor

section 3: certification 
by official 

This is to certify that the above-named applicant (or sponsor) has, or is expected to have, a minimum of US$_________

______________________ available, free from government restrictions, and exclusive of travel expenses, to support the 

applicant and his/her dependents during the period of intended academic study, if the applicant is admitted to IIT. An 

Official Seal is affixed.

		  signature of official 			   date

		  printed name of official			   title of official

		  name of institution or agency

		  address of institution

return to:		  Graduate Admission

	 IIT Institute of Design 

	 350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
	 Chicago, Illinois USA 60610 
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contact

Graduate Admission

IIT Institute of Design 
350 N. LaSalle Street, 4th floor 
Chicago, Illinois USA 60610 

tel 	 1.312.595.4906 	  
fax 	1.312.595.4901 	
 
design@id.iit.edu
www.id.iit.edu


