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Since its founding as the New Bauhaus in 1937, the Institute of Design, one of 
seven colleges of the Illinois Institute of Technology, has grown into the largest 
full-time graduate design program in the U.S., with over 125 students from 
around the world. The school offers a professional Master of Design degree 
concentrating in communication design, design planning, design research, or 
product design, and a Ph.D. in design. It recently created the Master of Design 
Methods, a nine-month executive program in design methods for innovation. 
IDôs creation of the countryôs ý rst Ph.D. design program in 1991 helped 
pioneer the development of an international community of basic research in 
design methods. 
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104  Master of Design students in product design, communication design, 
design planning or design research

12 Master of Design Methods students 
13 Ph.D. students
10 Full-time faculty
20 Part-time faculty
50%  of students enter with experience in þ elds other than design, including 

architecture, business, engineering, law, psychology, and sociology
40%  of students come from outside the United States
90% of students come from outside Chicago
23-50 is the age range of entering students
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Abelson-Taylor, Design Continuum, Doblin, eBay, Fitch, General Motors, 
Hewlett-Packard, IBM, IDEO, Lenovo, LG Electronics, McDonaldõs 
Corporation, McKinsey & Company, Mayo Clinic, MetaDesign, Microsoft, 
Motorola, Philips, Pitney Bowes, Samsung, Sapient, Sony, Smart Design, 
Steelcase, Toyota, Whirlpool, Yahoo!, ZIBA Design, and leading universities 
worldwide.


